IB HISTORY OF THE AMERICAS

QUESTIONS FOR BURNS — CH. 1 Origins of a Multi-Racial Society

Use lined notebook paper with clean edges; writevnea'tly in ink; label each by number

1. Write ashort paragraph describing the physical diversity of Latin America:

2. Name the three Native cultures that exemplified the most complex civilizations of Latin
America (approx 10" century to 16™ century) and describe several of their accomplishments:

3. Describe the resources of Latin America that the European nations competed for; in your
paragraph make sure to include the European nations that mainly were involved in exploration

and conquest of Latin America:

4. Explain how the Europeans were able to successfully subjugate the much larger Native
population in Latin America: '

5. Describe the role of Africans in Latin America:




The New World provided a vast and varied stage upon which met people

from three diverse and distant continents: Asia, Europe, and Africa. Repre-
sentatives of the three races arrived at different times and for different
reasons. They mixed, mingled, and married. From their contributions
emerged the unique Latin American civilization.

THE LAND

Although history studies people through time, the historian cannot neglect
space, or location, the habitat of those people. Thus, geography becomes a
significant ingredient in the compound of history. Geography provides the

setting for human activity, localizing action and influencing it to some
‘degree.

Contemporary Latin América, a huge region of a continent and a half,
stretching 7,000 miles southward from the Rio Grande to Cape Horn,
varies widely in its geographic and human composition. Geopolitically the
region encompasses eighteen Spanish-speaking republics, French-speaking
Haiti, five English-speaking Caribbean nations, and Portuguese-speaking
Brazil, a total of approximately 8 million square miles and a rapidly grow-
ing population exceeding 460 million. That papulation increases at the rate
of over 2 percent a year. Half of that population is either Brazilian or
Mexican. Still, Latin America is relatively underpopulated, although at least
two small states, Haiti and El Salvador, do suffer the effects of an over-
crowded population. More than twice the size of Europe, the area contains

less population than Europe. It occupies 19 percent of the world’s land but

contains only 7 percent of the world’s population. Despite its phenomenal
physical size, its growing population, and its resources, the region remains
underdeveloped, its potential unfuifilled. For half a millennium, the great
majority of the people remained poor and the record for the past century
points to increasing poverty among ever larger numbers. This reality calls
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Latin America: the outstanding geographic features
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6 The Origins of a Multiracial Society

tagonist. Certainly in the Argentine classic Prisoners of the Earth (Prisioneros de
la Tierra, 1939), the forests and rivers of the northeast overpower the out-
sider. Nature even forces the local people to bend before her rather than
conquer her. A schoolteacher exiled by a military dictatorship to the geo-
graphically remote and rugged Chilean south in the Chilean film The Fron-
tier (La Frontera, 1991) quickly learns that the ocean, mountains, and ele-
ments dominate and shape the lives of the inhabitants. Nature thus enforces
some characteristics on the people of Latin America. The towering Andes,
the vast Amazon, the unbroken Pampas, the lush rain forests provide an
impressive setting for an equally powerful human drama.

THE INDIAN

The continents of Asia, Europe, and Africa contributed to the peopling of
the Western Hemisphere, and subsequently, a greater racial mixing has
resulted there than in any other part of the world. From Asia came the first
migrants in various waves between 20,000 and 40,000 years ago. Anthro-
pologists generally believe that they crossed from one continent to the
. other at the Bering Strait in pursuit of game animals. Hunger propelled

them. Moving slowly southward, they dispersed throughout North and
South America. Over the millennia, at an uneven rate, some advanced
through hunting and fishing cultures to take up agriculture. At the same
time they fragmented into many lingustic (estimates range up to 2,200
different languages) and cultural groups, although they maintained certain
general physical features in common: straight black hair, dark eyes, copper-
colored skin, and short stature.

Varied as the early American cultures were, a majority of them shared
enough traits to permit a few generalizations. The family or clan units
served as the basic social organization. All displayed a profound faith in
supernatural forces that they believed shaped, influenced, and guided their
lives. For that reason, the shamans, those intimate with the supernatural,
played important roles in the indigenous societies. They provided the con-
tact between the mortal and the immortal, between the human and the
spirit. In most rituals and celebrations, the participants danced, sang, beat
drums, shook rattles, and possibly played flutes. Common to the oral litera-
ture of most of the groups were stories of the cultural hero, the ancestor
who taught the early members of the tribe their way of life, and the prank-
ster whose exploits aroused both mirth and admiration. Few of the early
Americans possessed a sense of private ownership of land. More often than
not, like the air they breathed, the land belonged to all. Game roamed and
ate off the land. Further, the land furnished fruits, berries, nuts, and roots.
Tilling the soil produced other foods, corn and potatoes, for example. The
Indians revered the earth as sacred, to be neither destroyed nor mutilated
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. . ﬁ . .
but to be preserved for the use of future generations. Many artifacts, instru-

ments, and implements were similar from Alaska to Cape Horn. For exam-
ple, spears, bows and arrows, and clubs were the common weapons of
warfare or for the hunt. Although these similarities are significant, the
differences among the many cultures were enormous and impressive. By
the end of the fifteenth century, between 15 million and 100 million people
inhabited the Western Hemisphere. Scholars still heatedly debate the fig-
ures, and one can find forceful arguments favoring each extreme.
Mistaking the New World for Asia, Christopher Columbus called the
inhabitants he met “Indians,” a name that has remained to cause endless
confusion. Exploration later indicated that the “Indians” of the New World
belonged to a large number of cultural groups of which the most important
were the Aztecs and Mayas of Mexico and Central America; the Carib of
the Caribbean area; the Chibcha of Columbia; the Inca of Ecuador, Peru,
m.\./om«ﬁﬂ&w\%&. Chile; the Guaran[ of Paraguay; and the

H:AOMwENm.O».Emmm.nrmgmﬂgnxnaﬁ:@%nacmﬁ
complex cultural achievements. - -

Two distinct periods, the Classic and the Late, mark the history of
Mayan civilization. During the Classic period, from the fourth to the tenth
centuries A.D., the Mayas lived in Guatemala; then they suddenly migrated
to Yucat4n, beginning the Late period, which lasted until the Spanish con-
quest. The exodus baffles anthropologists, who most often suggest that the
exhaustion of the soil in Guatemala limited the corn harvests and forced
the Mayas to move in order to survive. Corn provided the basis for the.
Mayan civilization. The Mayan account of creation revolves around corn.
The gods “began to talk about the creation and the imaking of our first
mother and father; of yellow corn and of white corn they made their flesh;
of cornmeal dough they made the arms and the legs 'of man,” relates the
Popul Vuh, the sacred book of the Mayas. All human activity, all religion
centered on the planting, growing, and harvesting of corn. New archaeo-
logical evidence uncovered in the late 1970s and early 1980s indicates that
the Mayas dug a much more extensive network of canals and water-control
ditches than previously was known, an implication that they practiced a
more technical and extensive agriculture than had been assumed. Efficient
agricultural methods produced corn surpluses and hence the leisure for a
large priestly class to dedicate its talents to religion iand scientific study.
Extraordinary intellectual achievements resulted. The Mayas progressed
from the pictograph to the ideograph and thus invented a type of writing,
the only Indians in the hemisphere to do so. Sophisticated in mathematics,
they invented the zero and devised numeration by position. Astute observ-
ers of the heavens, they applied their mathematical skills to astronomy.
Their careful studies of the heavens enabled them to predict eclipses, fol-
low the path of the planet Venus, and prepare a calendar more accurate
than that used in Europe. As the ruins of Copén, Tikal, Palenque, Chichén




4 The Origins of a Multiracial Saciety

for an explanation as well as a reversal. History, more than geography,
suggests explanations for these grim trends.

Most of Latin America lies within the tropics. In fact, only one coun-
try, Uruguay, has no territory in the tropics. South America reaches its
widest point, 3,200 miles, just a few degrees south of the equator, unlike
North America, which narrows rapidly as it approaches the equator. The
concept of an enervating climate is a false one. The cold Pacific Ocean
currents refresh much of the west coast of Latin America, and the altitudes
of the mountains and highlands offer a wide range of temperatures that
belie the latitude. For centuries, and certainly long before the Europeans
arrived, many of the region’s most advanced civilizations flourished in the
mountain plateaus and valleys. Today many of Latin America’s largest cities
are in the mountains or on mountain plateaus: Mexico City, Guatemala
City, Bogot4, Quito, La Paz, and Sio Paulo, to mention only a few. Much of
““Latin America's population, particularly in Middle America and along the
west coast of South America, concentrates in the highland areas.

In Mexico and Central America, the highlands create a rugged back-
bone that runs through the center of most of the countries, leaving coastal
plains on either side. Part of that mountain system emerges in the Greater
Antilles to shape the geography of the major Caribbean islands. In South
America, unlike Middle America, the mountains closely rim the Pacific
coast, while the highlands skirt much of the Atlantic coast, making penetra-
tion into the flatter interior of the continent difficult. The Andes predomi-
nate. The world’s longest continuous mountain barrier, it runs 4,000 miles
down the west coast and fluctuates in width between 100 and 400 miles.
Aconcagua, the highest mountain in the hemisphere, rises to a majestic
22,834 feet along the Chilean-Argentine frontier. The formidable Andes
have been a severe obstacle to exploration and settlement of the South
American interior from the west. Along the east coast, the older Guiana
and Brazilian Highlands average 2,600 feet in altitude and rarely reach
9,000 feet. Running southward from the Caribbean and frequently front-
ing on the ocean, they disappear in the extreme south of Brazil. Like the
Andes, they too have inhibited penetration of the interior. The largest cities
on the Atantic side are all on the coast or, like Sao Paulo, within a very short
distance of the ocean. In contrast to the west coast, the east boasts of some
extraordinary natural harbors.

" Four major river networks, the Magdalena, Orinoco, Amazon, and La
Plata, flow into the Caribbean or Atlantic, providing an access into the
interior missing on the west coast. The Amazon ranksas one of the world’s
most impressive river systems. Aptly referred to in Portuguese as the “river-
sea,” it is the largest river in volume in the world. Its voluine exceeds that of
the Mississippi by fourteen times. In places it is impossible to see from shore
to shore, and over a good part of its course the river averages 100 feet in
depth: Running eastward from its source 18,000 feet up in the Andes, it is
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joined from both the north and south by more than 200 tributaries. To-
gether this imposing river and its tributaries provide 25,000 miles of naviga-
ble water. The magnitude of the river has always excited the imaginations
of those who traveled on it. . T : .

Farther to the south, the Plata network flows zz.ocmr some of the
world’s richest soil, the Pampas, a vast flat area shared by Argentina, Uru-
guay, and Brazil. The river system includes the Uruguay, Paraguay, and
Parani rivers, but it gets its name from the Rio de la Plata, a Hmo-an-Ho:m
estuary separating Uruguay and the Argentine province of Buenos Aires.
‘The system drains a basin of over 1.5 million square miles. Shallow in
depth, it still provides a vital communication and transportation link be-
tween the Atlantic coast and the southern interior of the continent.

No single country better illustrates the kaleidoscopic variety of Latin
American geography than Chile, that long, lean land clinging to the Pacific
shore for 2,600 miles. One of the world’s bleakest and most forbidding
deserts in the north gives way to rugged mountains with forests and alpine
pastures. The Central Valley combines a Mediterranean climate with fertile
plains, the heartland of Chile’s agriculture and population. Moving south-
ward, the traveler encounters dense, mixed forests; heavy rainfall; and a
cold climate, a warning of the glaciers and rugged coasts that lie beyond.
Snow permanently covers much of Tierra del Fuego.. -

Chile may offer a dazzling array of extremes, but many of the other
nations offer just about as much variety. Latin Americans have always been
aware of the impact of their environment. Their novelists have frequently
emphasized its influence on life styles and development. Visiting the harsh,
arid interior of Northeastern Brazil for the first time, Euclydes da Cunha
marveled in his Rebellion in the Backlands (Os Sertdes, 1902) at how the land
had shaped a different people and created a civilization that contrasted
sharply with that of the coast: o

Sl

Here was an absolute and radical break between the coastal cities and the clay
huts of the interior, one that so disturbed the rhythm of our evolutionary
development and which was so deplorable a stumbling block to national unity.
They were in a strange country now, with other customs, other scenes, a
different kind of people. Another language even, spoken with an original and
picturesque drawl. They had, precisely, the feelings of going to war in another
land. They felt that they were outside Brazil. . . -
Across the continent in Peru, Ciro Alegrfa depicted life in the tropical rain
forest dominated by the presence of a great river,:the upper reaches of the
Amazon. One of the characters of his novel The Golden S erpent (La Serpente
de Oro, 1935) gazes at the Amazon's tributary and exclaims, “The river, yes,
the river. I never thought of it. It is so large, so masterful, and it has made
all chis, hasn’t itp” T :

Latin American films, t0o. often assion natien tha rale r - .
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10 The Origins of a Mulliracial Society

ers grew corn, beans, mﬁEmmr. pumpkins, manioc root, and potatoes, as well
as other crops. Communal lands, the framed ¢jido of Mexico and the ayllu of
Peru, were cultivated for the benefit of the state, religion, and community.

“The state thoroughly organized and directed the rural labor force. Ad-
vanced as these Indian civilizations were, however, not one learned the use
of iron or used the wheel. However, the Indians had learned to work gold,
silver, copper, tin, and bronze. Artifacts that have survived in those metals
testify to fine skills.

The spectacular achievements of these advanced farming cultures
contrast sharply with the more elementary evolution of the hunting, gather-
ing, and fishing cultures and the intermediate farming cultures among the
Latin American Indians. The Tupf tribes, the single most important native
element contributing to the early formation of Brazil, illustrate the status of
the many intermediate farming cultures found throughout Latin America.

The Tupi tribes tended to be very loosely organized. The small, tempo-
rary villages, often surrounded by a crude wooden stockade, were, when
possible, located along a river bank. The Indians lived communally in large
thatched huts in which they strung their hammocks in extended family or
lineage groups of as many as 100 persons. Most of the tribes had at least a
nominal chief, although some seemed to recognize a leader only in time of
war and a few seemed to have no concept of a leader. More often than not,
the shaman, or medicine man, was the most important and powerful tribal
figure. He communed with the spirits, proffered advice, and prescribed
medicines. The religions abounded with good and evil spirits.

The men spent considerable time. preparing for and participating in
tribal wars. They hunted monkeys, tapirs, armadillos, and birds. They also
fished, trapping the fish with funnel-shaped baskets, poisoning the water

. and collecting the fish, or shooting the fish with arrows. They cleared away
" the forest to plant crops. Nearly every year during the dry season, the men
cut down trees, bushes, and vines, waited until they had dried, and then
burned them, a method used throughout Latin America, then as well as
now. The burning destroyed the thin humus and the soil was quickly ex-
hausted. Hence, it was constantly necessary to clear new land and eventu-
ally the village moved in order to be near virgin soil. In general, although
not exclusively, the women took change of planting and harvesting crops
and of collecting and preparing the food. Manioc was the principal culti-
vated crop. Maize, beans, yams, peppers, squash, sweet potatoes, tobacco,
pineapples, and occasionally cotton were the other cultivated crops. Forest
fruits were collected.

To the first Europeans who observed them, these Indians seemed to
live an idyllic life. The tropics required little or no clothing. Generally
nude, the Tupf developed the art of body ornamentation and painted elabo-
rate and ornate geometric designs on themselves. Into their noses, lips, and
ears they inserted stone and wooden artifacts. Feathers from the colorful

The Origins o.,\.a Multiracial Society
,

forest birds provided an additional decorative touch. Their gay nude :
pearance prompted the Europeans to think of them as innocent children
nature. The first chronicler of Brazil, Pero Vaz de Caminha, marveled
the king of Portugal, “Sire, the innocence of Adam himself was not grear
than these people’s.” In the beginning, the Europeans overlooked the gr
affinity of the Indians for fighting and for at least ceremonial cannibali:
to emphasize their inclinations to dance and sing. More extensive cont:
with the Indians caused later chroniclers to tell quite a different tale, one
which the Indians emerged as wicked villains, brutes who desperat
needed the civilizing hand of Europe. - *: Co

The Tupf, like many similar or mmam_ﬂ. cultures, never achieved mc
than a rudimentary civilization, in no way comparable to the remarkal
civilizations of their contemporaries, the Aztecs, the Mayas, or the Inc

The European romantics who thought they saw a utopia in Indian 1
obviously exaggerated. The Indians by no means had led the perfect li
Misunderstanding, if not outright ignorance, has always characterized o
siders’ perceptions of the Indians. Even today it remains difficult to p
back the veil of myth to glimpse reality. We have yet to focus accurately
the Indians’ well-developed world vision and philosophy that put them'ir
enviable harmony with nature. We have yet to appreciate the Indians’ exc
lence sense of community feeling and obligation that stressed cooperati
over competition. The Indians adapated in an exemplary fashion to th.
environments, whether the difficult craggy Andes or the lush tropics. Th
had much to teach the European invaders about the utilization of the lar
its rivers, and products. : :

THE EUROPEAN -

As the sixteenth century approached, the European invader was not far o
Europe, on the eve of a commercial revolution, searched for new trade a
new lands. Merchants dreamed of breaking the Arab and Italian monog
lies of trade with Asia, thereby sharing the lucrative profits from the spic
precious stones, pearls, dyes, silks, tapestries, porcelains, and rugs covet
by wealthy Europeans. Portugal led the quest for those new trade rout

Like the neighboring kingdoms in Spain, Portugal had been the cro
roads of many peoples—Iberians, Celts, Phoenicians, Greeks, Carthag
ians, Romans, Visigoths, and Moslems—and rm&, blended their cultu
together. The last of the many invaders of the peninsula, the Moslems, It
begun their conquest of Iberia in 711. The-Christians initiated their a1
sade to reconquer the peninsula in 732 at the Battle of Tours and interm
tently continued it until Granada fell in 1492. W

Portugal, to assert its independence, had to free itself both of Mosle .
control and Castilian claims. In 1139, Afonso Henriques of the House
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14 The Origins of a Mulliracial Society

lished their commercial—not colonial—empire. The Chief Cosmographer
of the Realm boasted, “The Portuguese discovered new islands, new lands,
new seas, new people; and what is more, new sky and new stars.” It was a
glorious age for Portugal; and one of the great epic poets of all times, Luis
de Camades, composed The Lusiads to commemorate the achievements.

The discovery of the Americas was an accident, the unforeseen by-
product of an Iberian search for new maritime routes and desire for direct
trade with the East. At first, the discovery did not seem particularly reward-
ing. The Western Hemisphere loomed as an undesirable barrier to a direct
water route to Asia. Furthermore, the native inhabitants displayed scant
interest in trading with the Iberian merchants.

CONFRONTATION AND CONQUEST

The discoveries of Columbus and Cabral brought the Iberians face to face
with the peoples of the New World. The confrontation puzzled each side
and awoke a great deal of mutual curiosity. The Iberians referred back to
Biblical and classical literature in an effort to explain to themselves who the
“Indians” were; for their part, at least two Indian societies, the Aztec and
Chibcha, identified the Europeans with prophecies. The Aztecs expected a
bearded white man to emerge one day from the ocean, while a Chibcha
legend spoke of the arrival of the “children of the sun,” for whom the
Chibchas mistook the Spanish conquerors. :

Since commerce had motivated the oceanic explorations that resulted
in the discoveries, the Iberians hoped to trade with the inhabitants they
encountered. The peoples of the simple societies of the Caribbean and
along the coast of eastern South America showed scant inclination for such
commercial intercourse. In fact, they had little to offer the Iberians and
required even less from them. The Portuguese soon found along the coast
rich-stands of brazilwood, a wood that gave the :os_v‘ ‘discovered land its
name and furnished an excellent-red dye much in demand by the new
European textile industries. The crown established a monopoly over its
exploitation and eagerly sold rights to merchants. Ferndo de Noronha, the
first to buy the contract, dispatched ships in 1503 to fetch the dyewood.
" The ship captains bartered with the Indians, exchanging trinkets for the
brazilwood they cut. A lucrative trade in the wood developed during the
sixteenth century. In addition to its limited economic role, Brazil served
strategically for many decades as the guardian of the western flank of the
prized trade route to the Orient. So long as Portugal held a monopoly over
that seaborne trade, Brazil received only minimal attention.

On the other hand, for three decades after Columbus’s discovery,
Spain searched the eastern coast of the New World for a westward passage,
a route other European states began to seek as well. Columbus made three

W
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long voyages touching the largest Caribbean islands wsa coasting along th
shores of northern South America and Central America. In 15183, Jua
Ponce de Le6n reconnoitered the coast of Florida and that same year Vasc
Niiiez de Balboa marching across Panama came upon the Pacific Ocear
which he promptly claimed for his monarch. The anmﬁn to get to that ocea
by some water route intensified. .

At the same time the Spaniards began to maEn some of the majo
Caribbean islands. On his second voyage Columbus transported men an
supplies to establish the first such colony. On the northern coast o
Hispaniola, he marked out a grid pattern for a town, set up a municipa
government, divided up the land among the colonists, and assigned Indi
ans to each settler to work their land. He thereby established a pattern o
colonijzation faithfully imitated in the succeeding decades wherever th.
Spaniards went in the New World. Many of the new arrivals searche
hopefully for gold, and the islands yielded enough 'to excite speculation
about even greater discoveries. Others turned to agriculture. The mon
archs encouraged the migration of artisans and farmers to the New World
In his instructions to one governor departing for the Indies in 1513, th.
Spanish king ordered him to take “farmers so that they may attempt u
plant the soil.” Similar orders were repeated m.mm:m:HE Sugar cane wa
planted as early as 1493. By 1520, it was a profitable industry with at leas
twenty-eight sugar mills operating on Hispaniola. Domestic animals im
ported onto the islands multiplied rapidly. Ships returning to Spain carriex
sugar and hides. The monarch and merchants of Spain sought to encour
age such trade. In 1503, Ferdinand sanctioned the, establishment of. th
Casa de Contrataciéon in Seville to oversee the commerce between mwm:
and the New World. Nonetheless, much of the agricultural production i
Spanish America, at least during the first century and a half, went to feec
the colonists and to provide supplies for conquest, nwinmSP and furthe
settlement.

The Spanish pattern om axEqu:on and mnEmBn:n n?mbmma afte
1521, a year marking the circumnavigation of the globe by Ferdinand Ma
gellan and the conquest of central Mexico by Hernsn Cortés. The long
voyage begun by Magellan in 1519 but concluded by Juan Sebastidn de
Cano in 1521, after Magellan was killed by natives in the Philippine Islands
proved—at last—the possibility of reaching Asia by sailing west. His expedi
tion had found the way around the barrier of North and South America
but it also had proven that the westward passage iwm longer and mor
difficult than the African route used by the Portuguese. At the same timy
Spain realized it did not need the route to India. Conquered Mexico re
vealed that the New World held far more wealth in the form of the covetec
gold and silver than the Spaniards could hope to reapifrom trade with Asia
Spanish opinion changed from deprecating the New: World as an obstacl
to the East to considering it a rich treasure chest. No longer considerec
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simply a way station an the route to Asia, America became the center of
Spanish attention.

History provides few epics of conquest more remarkable than Cortés’s
sweep through Mexico. His capture of the opulent Aztec empire initiated a
period of conquest during which Spain defeated the major Indian nations
and made their inhabitants subject to the Castilian monarch. Generally
these conquests were private undertakings, the result of contract, known as
a capitulacién, signed between the monarch and the aspiring conquistador,
who was given the title of adelantado. Those contracts introduced European
capitalism, as it had taken shape by the earthly sixteenth century, into the
Americas. The adelantados by no means wandered around the Americas
unchecked by the monarchs. Royal officials accompanied all the private
expeditions to insure respect for the crown's interests and fulfillment of the
capitulacién.

Diverse motives propelled the adelantados. By subjugating new peo-
ples to the crown, they hoped to win royal titles, preferments, and posi-
tions. By introducing heathens to Christianity, they sought to assure God’s
favor now as well as guarantee for themselves a fitting place in the life
hereafter. Conquest, exploration, and settlement offered opportunities for
some marginal or impoverished men to ascend socially and economically.
The enterprises required risks whose rewards could be substantial. The
adelantados raised capital to finance their undertakings, promising rich
returns to investors. Doubtless visions of gold eased the task of soliciting
funds and loosened many purse strings. Some adelantados earned fortunes
and repaid their investors. They leaped from obscurity to fame. History,
for example, treats generously the once-impoverished and minor noble,
Herndn Cortés, and the illegitimate and modestly prepared Francisco Pi-
zarro. However, most adelantados failed. i

The conquest of large empires by a relatively few Spaniards proved to
be surprisingly easy. Steel, the crossbow, and effective military tactics—a
contrast to the ritualized warfare of many Indian groups—facilitated the
European victories. Gunpowder and the horse, both of which startled the
Indians, were tremendous tactical advantages, at least initially. Further-
more, the Spaniards found the Indians divided among themselves. In Mex-
ico, the tribes subjugated by the Aztecs happily joined with the Spaniards to
defeat their Indian enemies. In the Incan empire, rivalry between two
claimants to the crown had already split the empire. The introduction of
European diseases decimated the ranks of the Indians, who lacked immu-

ity to them. In the regions of great pre-Columbian civilizations in both

Mexico and Peru, population declined more than 90 percent during the
first century after contact with the Europeans, falling from approximately

35 million to less than 2 million. No group remained untouched by the .

ravages of the new diseases. In some local areas entire populations, includ-
ing whole culture groups, were completely obliterated. For these reasons,
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Spanish conquest spread rapidly after Cortés'’s victory. Central America fc
to the Spaniards by 1525. Yucatdn put up a bitter resistance, and the coast
portions of the peninsula surrendered to the invaders in 1545. Betwee
1513 and 1543, the Spaniards explored and claimed the territory in Nori
America between the Carolinas and Oregon. In fact, two-thirds of tt
territory of the continental United States was at one time claimed by Spai:
By the time George Washington was inaugurated as president, Spain ha
established colonies over a far greater area, ranging from San Francisco t
Santa Fé¢ to San Antonio to St. Augustine, than that encompassed by th
original thirteen states. .

Spain expanded just as prodigiously in South America. Once agai
the adelantados knew little or nothing of the lands they invaded. Yet the
were ready to face anything, and they triumphed over everything. Inspire
by the success of Cortés and excited by rumors of a wealthy kingdom alon
the west coast of South America, Francisco Pizarro sailed south from Par
ama to initiate Spanish conquest of that continent. Only on his third a
tempt, in 153132, did he succeed in penetrating the Incan heartland, by
it was still not until 1535 that Pizarro completed his conquest of the Inca
empire. The wealth he encountered surpassed that 'which Cortés ha
found in Mexico. From Peru, other expeditions fanned out into Sout
America: Sebastidn de Benalcizar seized Ecuador in 1533, Pedro d
Valdivia conquered the central valley of Chile in 154041, and Gonzal
Pizarro crossed the Andes to explore the upper Amazon in 1539. From th:
expedition Francisco de Orellana and a small band of men floated down th
Amazon, reaching the Atlantic Ocean in 1542.

Spanish attention in Séuth America focused on Peru, and most of th
other explorations, conquests, and settlements of South America radiate.
from that center. Two exceptions, the Caribbean coast and the Plata, illu:
trate how areas with no visible sources of immediate wealth failed to hol.
the crown’s attention. Charles V granted a large section of the Venezuela
coast to the Welsers of Augsburg in 1528 in return for financial aid, but thz
banking house failed to colonize it successfully, and in 1546 the grant wa
rescinded. Several small settlements were made along the Colombian coas!
and in 1536 Gonzalo Jiménez de Quesada set out to conquer the Chibch
Indians in the mountainous interior, and he brought the highly civilize
Indian kingdom within the Spanish empire. The Rfo de la Plata attracte:
some interest first as a possible westward passage to the Orient and later a
a possible route to the mines of Peru. Pedro de Mendoza searched in 1535.
36 to open such a route, and.the early settlements in the Platine basin dag
from his efforts. Finding no evidence of wealth, the Spanish ignored th
estuary, guarding it only to prevent outsiders from attempting to penetrat
the interior and threaten the mines.

Spanish claims to the New World expanded with amazing rapidi
Within half a century after Columbus’s discovery, Spanish adelantador




8 The Origins of e Multiracial Society

:xplored and conquered oxclaimed the territory from approximately 40
legrees north—Oregon, Colorado, and the Carolinas—to 40 degrees
outh—mid-Chile and Argentina—with the exception of the Brazilian
:oast. Spanish settlers had colonized in scattered nuclei an impressive share
>f that territory. Reflecting the Spanish preference for urban living, the
settlers had already founded many of Latin America’s major cities: Havana,
1519; Mexico City, 1521; Quito, 1534; Lima, 1535; Buenos Aires, 1536
refounded in 1580); Asuncién, 1537; Bogot4, 1538; and Santiago, 1541.
The Spaniards built Mexico City and Bogot4 where Indian cities had long
:xisted, not an uncommon practice. The rich silver and gold mines of
Mexico, Colombia, and Peru WQBENSQ the economy, but the economy
:njoyed a sounder base than that. Although gold and silver were preferred
sxports, agriculture provided the basis for exploration, expansion, and
trade. Wherever the Spaniards settled they introduced domesticated ani-
mals and new crops. Stock raising turned once unproductive lands into
profitable grazing areas, and the introduction of the plow made it possible
to exploit land unmanageable under the hoe culture of the Indians. The
crown encouraged agriculture by sending seeds, plants, animals, tools, and
technical experts to the New World.

The opening of mines, the establishment of agriculture, and the trade
between the Iberian motherlands and their American colonies did not go
unnoticed in other Western European capitals. The commercial successes
of Spain and Portugal whetted the already hungry appetites of the English,
Dutch, and French. Brazil attracted both the French and Dutch. The
French operated a colony very near Rio de Janeiro between 1555 and 1567.
The Dutch enjoyed far greater success. They controlled as much as one-
third of Brazil for a time in the seventeenth century (1630-54). From their
thriving capital of Recife, they shipped convoys of sugar to European mar-
kets. The Brazilian expulsion of the Dutch from the Northeast prompted
the renewed attention of the Dutch to the Caribbean.

Indeed, the Caribbean, with its proximity to Europe, its important sea
lane for Spanish silver shipments, and its increasingly attractive tropical
products, had already aroused the interest not only of the Dutch but of the
English and French as well. European monarchs applauded the pirate plun-
dering of Spanish commerce. Merchants yearned to participate in the grow-
ing trade. Between 1595 and 1620, the English, French, and Dutch at-
tempted to establish colonies in the Guianas. The Dutch were the most
successful, but the other two nations also eventually succeeded. In 1624 the
English colonized some small islands in the Lesser Antilles, while between

1630 and 1640 the Dutch expanded into the Caribbean. By the mid-
seventeenth century the French had established their Caribbean presence
with settlements in Martinique and Guadeloupe. .
- . The late European arrivals hoped to disrupt Spanish trade, but pri-
marily their interest lay in furnishing European goods to the entire Middle

.
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America wnmmo: and in growing tropical products for export. Usually to-
cmnnﬁ.u supplied the first cash crop. After the expulsion of the Dutch from
wBN_.r attention focused on sugar production. Sugar sold well and profit-
qu in the Old World. The Europeans introduced new production tech-
niques, and their efficiency soon threatened markets once dominated by
Portuguese America, thus depressing Brazil's sugar trade. Confronted with
the problems of labor, the new European colonizers mcmnﬁv\ imported Afri-
cans to work the plantations. A few white masters oversaw the work of
armies of African slaves. T .. Z.”

Before the end of the seventeenth century, Spain lost its monopoly in

the Caribbean. The European governments employed a variety of colonial -

policies in the area, but their objectives were one: to work the colonies
profitably for the metropolis (see “A Glossary of Oo:nmvnm and Terms”).
Land patterns, such as plantations, were similar; labor patterns, such as the
use of slaves, were also alike.”- .. - . ,

m.:wovo»s influence on the New World and its inhabitants was immedi-
mﬂ&.w visible. The Europeans transplanted their social, mno,:oamn. and politi-
nm.: institutions across the ocean. They required the Indians to swear alle-
giance to a new king, worship a new God, speak a new language, and alter
their work habits. In the process of exploiting the Indians, the Europeans
also m_mm:_::,mﬂmm and disorganized them, forcing them into the role of
subservient workers. Their labor they were forced to give, but their loyalty -
they held in reserve. The gulf between the master and the laborer has
seldom been bridged in Latin America. In general, msmdnmwmﬁo ceaseless
wm_m. rnwé pressures, the Indians opted to retain, so far as possible, their
Q_mcdncﬁwv original cultural patterns. To an amazing degree at the end of
9.0 twentieth century, which is to say after five centuries of oppression, they
still keep much of their culture in the highlands of Chiapas Amonwrn;
Mexico) and Guatemala and throughout the vast Andean region.
. In the confrontation of the New and Old Worlds, a,.»,m Americas also
_..Ecn:nna the course of events in Europe. The abundance of gold and
silver shipped from Mexico, Peru, and Brazil caused wnmmom to rise in Eu-
rope and helped to finance industrialization. Introduced into Europe were
new products: tobacco, rubber, cacao, and cotton ?oaw%.m,nosamnnm& cot-
tons derive principally from those cultivated by the >~Lnlnw= Indians);
new plants: potatoes and corn, two of the four most mEvowS:n food nao*um
of the world; and drugs: quinine, coca used in' cocaine and novocaine
curare ﬂ.»maa in anesthetics, datura used in pain relievers, and cascara cm&.
in laxatives. The potato alone helped to transform Europe, providing an
m_ucz.amanm of food from Ireland to Russia that facilitated both urbanization
and industrialization. Corn transformed animal rmmcwba,ﬁw by supplying
the food to promote its astonishing increase. Both of those cheap, abun-
dant, and relatively reliable crops contributed mightily to the rise om. Euro-
pean capitalism and the modern state.

©
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gold, ivory, cotton, and spices—attracted the Europeans, who soon enough
discovered that the Africans themselves were the continent’s most valuable
export. Between 1441 and 1443, the Portuguese began to transport Afri-
cans to Europe for sale. The intercontinental slave trade initiated and for
centuries carried on by the European marks one of the most inhumane
chapters of world history.

From the very beginning, some Africans from the Iberian Peninsula
participated in the exploration and conquest of the Americas. It is believed
that the first African slaves reached the New World as early as 1502. Later,
the slave trade, carried on with the sanction of the Iberian monarchs,
transported large numbers of slaves directly from Africa to the New World.
Probably the first shipments of slaves arrived in Cuba in 1512 and in Brazil
in 1538, and they continued until Brazil abolished its slave trade in 1850
and Spain finally terminated the slave trade to Cuba in 1866. As the Ameri-
can colonies grew, accommodated themselves to European demands, and
developed plantation economies, the rhythm of slave importation acceler-
ated. A majority of the 3 million slaves sold into Spanish America and the 5
million sold into Brazil over a period of approximately three centuries
came from the west coast of Africa between the Ivory Coast and South
Affrica, a stretch of territory exceeding 3,000 miles. These numbers do not
reflect the millions of Africans killed in the process of transportation and
“seasoning,” a genocide of dismal proportions. Africans could be found in
all parts of Latin America and formed a large part of the population. They
quickly became and remained the major work force in the Caribbean and
Brazil. Their presence dominated the plantations that they worked, and
their influence spread quickly to the “big house” where African women
served as cooks, wet nurses, and companions of the woman of the house,
while black children romped with white children.

Male slaves outnumbered females by a ratio of almost two to one. The
plantation owners preferred men and paid more for them because they
considered them better field hands and hence more profitable. But the
women worked hard too. Indeed, traditionally they were regarded more as
laborers than mothers. Their owners discouraged large-scale reproduction
as uneconomical. Thus, the Latin American slave system was seldom self-
sustaining and required constant replacement through the slave trade. Afri-
can influence also permeated the cities where they worked as domestic
servants, peddlers, mechanics, and artisans. In the sixteenth century, blacks
outnumbered whites in Lima, Mexico City, and Salvador da Bahia, the
three principal cities of the Western Hemisphere. The sex ratio among
slaves seems to have been more equal in the cities, where women played
particularly active roles as domestic servants, street vendors, prostitutes;
and mistresses. The urban records seem to indicate that more freedwomen
than freedmen existed. The city apparently offered the African woman
more opportunity to change her status, partly because of her skills as ven-
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dor and her appeal as prostitute and mistress, partly because her sale price
was lower than a man’s, and partly because of her economic acumen.

Handicapped by the removal of all their possessions when taken into
captivity, the Africans, uprooted and brutalized, still \contributed hand-
somely to the formation of a unique civilization in the New World. F irst and
foremost were the Africans themselves: their mc,onmmmw skill, and intelli-
gence. They utilized their former skills, and their intelligence permitted
them to master new ones quickly. In fact, they soon exercised—and in some
cases perfected—all the trades and crafts of the Europeans. Visitors to the
Caribbean and Brazil remarked on the diversity of skills mastered and
practiced by the Africans. They were masons, carpenters, smiths, lithogra-
phers, sculptors, artists, _o&nmmumﬁrm. cabinetmakers, jewelers, and cobblers.
Around the plantations and in the cities, these crafts @mov_m. artisans, and
mechanics became an indispensable ingredient in New World society.

Herdsmen in Africa, they mounted horses to Unngan cowboys in the
New World. They followed the cattle into the Brazilian hinterlands and
helped to occupy the rich platine pampas. In these as well as other ways
they participated in the conquest and settlement of the interior.. In Brazil, -
after the discovery of gold, the Africans were transported into Minas Gerais
to mine the gold that created the Luso-Brazilian ﬁamvnlﬁ% of the eigh-
teenth century. From the plantations and mines, they helped to transport
the raw products of the land to the ports where other Africans loaded the
wealth of Latin America into ships that carried it to the markets of Europe.
The slaves were even expected to defend the system that exploited them. In
doing so, they sacrificed their blood to protect the Luso-Spanish empires at
Havana, San Juan, Cartagena, Recife, Salvador, Rio de Janeiro, and else-
where. The first black historian of Brazil, Manuel Querino (1851-1923),
reviewed the great contributions of the Africans in these words:

‘

Whoever takes a look at the history of this country will verify the value and
contribution of the Negro to the defense of national territory, to agriculture,
to mining, to the exploitation of the interior, to the movement for indepen-
dence, to family life and to the development of the nation through the many
and varied tasks he performed. Upon his well-muscled back rested the social,
cultural, and material development. . .. The black is still the principal pro-
ducer of the nation’s wealth, but many are the contributions of that long
suffering and persecuted race which has left imperishable proofs of its singu-
lar valor. History in all its justice has to respect and praise the valuable services
which the black has given to this nation for more than three centuries. In
truth it was the black who developed Brazil. |
. 7

i
|
'

The Africans possessed a leadership talent that the slave w%mama never fully

tapped. It became evident when the runaway slaves organized their own

communities, known variously as palenques or cumbes inSpanish America

and quilombos in Brazil, or when slaves revolted against their masters. The
|
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